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THE PRINCE OF PEACE

From out the ages, silent, dim,
There came to me an ancient hymn:

“For unto us a Child is born,
And He shall wear a crown of thorn:
And unto us a Son is given,
And He shall fill the throne of Heaven
The Counselor, the Wonderful,
His kingdom shall not cease;
The Father of Eternity,
The Lord, the Prince of Peace.”

And lo, there thrills a glorious light!
Ablaze within the fading night:
And shepherds watchlng in the field,
And wise men from the East, who knceied
Beside a manger and a Child;
And Man and God are reconciled.
The songs of angels softly cease:
"“Good will to men, On earth be peace.”
And then there comes a picture grim,
A stormy sea fills all the rim,
OL farhorizons. On a bark,
That toils across the waters dark,
A little group of frightened men
Cry to the Sleeping One—and then
He rises, bids the tempest cease,
And 1o, He stands—the Prince of Peace!

And centuries have run their course,

And gun and cannon spent their force,
An army-weighted world has groaned,
Beneath a burden unatoned.

But hark! Beyond the battle's roar,

The Race-Heart throbs for peace once more,
Men lift their hearts in prayer: ‘‘Cease

War's clamor. Lo! The Prince of Peace”

And so, from out the ages dim,
There faintly sounds an ancient hymn.
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